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By Gillian Graham
Sta� Writer

A nearly forgotten Saco tradition will be reborn this 
Sunday to celebrate spring.

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Saco and 
Biddeford will host a May Day Festival Sunday to 
celebrate May Day, Earth Day and Beltane, an ancient 
Celtic feast celebrated May 1. The event revives the May 
Fair, which was held in Saco from around 1840 to 1964. 

The May Day Festival will be 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 60 
School St. in Saco.  

Anne Dobson, ar chivist for the church, said the May Fair 
began at a time when the city allowed each church to use 
the city hall auditorium one weekend each month. The 
church, then known as Second Parish Unitarian, started 
the festival on the fi  rst weekend in May. 

“It consisted usually of a dance, a play, a supper and 
a bazaar,” Dobson said. “The May Fair was a really big 
deal.” 

Church member Tarik Sivonen said the original 
maypole used during the festival was stored in the church 
basement. After using it with religious education classes, 
interest in the tradition developed into organizing a 
festival.

 “I’ve always been interested in having a May Day 
celebration,” he said. 

Sivonen said the festival will include cooperative 
games, celebratory spring crafts, maypole dancing and 
enactments from the Middle Ages. An area will be set up 

for dogs to join in the festivities, he said. 
The documentary “Vanishing of the Bees” will be shown 

in the sanctuary at 3 p.m. The documentary discusses the 
disappearance of honeybees from beehives around the 
world. 

Dobson said some church and community members 
still remember attending the festival. Marguerite Clark 
Gardner of Hollis shared her memories of the festival 
for a church history project. Gardner, whose birthday 
is in early May, recalled sitting in the city hall balcony 
watching the festivities and thinking “how wonderful it 
was the whole town came to her birthday party,” Dobson 
said.  

Church records show the festival was the highlight of 
the church year, Dobson said. A 1963 program for the 
120 th festival lists events such as music, a play,  coronation 
parade, dances and maypole braiding. Booths featured 
baked goods, fortune telling, candy, gifts and balloons. 

Profi ts from the fair were given to the Social Circle, a 
women’s club. In 1918, profi  ts were donated to the Red 
Cross, according to church fi  nancial records. 

Dobson said she is looking forward to helping children 
make May baskets during the festival.

 “I think it’s a wonderful idea for any community to 
celebrate warmer weather,” she said. 

For more information, call 282-0062 or go to www.
uuchurchsacobiddeford.com. 

Sta� Writer Gillian Graham can be reached at 282-4337, 
ext. 213 .

May Day!
A favorite spring celebration returns to Saco

Birthdays
April 29:  Happy birthday Audrey Jackson  from your 

friends at The Pines.
April 30:  Happy birthday Amy Geilen  from Mom and 

Dad.

communications at the bank, in a prepared statement.  
Scott said he believes students benefi  t when they attend 

one of the four education programs for an “immersion 
experience.” Students stay at the programs overnight, eat 
in dining halls and participate in lessons and community-
building activities. 

 “It’s leading to better ability to focus and better ability 
to get along in a group,” Scott said. “We engage and 
inspire kids to learn about ecology and science.” 

Maureen Duggan, associate director of Ferry Beach 
Ecology School, said organizers have tried to fi  nd 
di�erent sources of revenue to help schools that have 
eliminated fi  eld trips. 

 “Our goal is really to be able to get every Maine child 
at some point to a residential environmental education 
program,” she said. “They get a lot more than a one-day 
fi eld trip because they’re living what they’re learning.” 

For more information, go to www.ellms.org. Anyone 
interested in fi  nancially supporting the program should 
call Lucy Hull at 882-7323, ext. 127.

Sta� Writer Gillian Graham can be reached at 282-
4337, ext. 213.
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200 Wild Dunes Way, OOB
934-4513 • www.dunegrass.com

Country ClubCountry Club

OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC

Mom gets a free treat or two, too!
$19.99, kids 12 & under $9.99 

Reservations preferred: (207) 934-4513

Celebrate Mother’s Day 
BRUNCH BUFFET

SUNDAY, MAY 8 TH

 9 am till 2pm 

F.M. Abbott Power Equipment
154 Main Street
East Waterboro, ME 04030

Rt. 202, E. Waterboro, ME   www.fmabbott.com




